TRINITY LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSIONPRIVATE 

January 28, 2003 at 4:00 p.m.

Trinity County Library meeting room,

MINUTES
        PRIVATE 
Weavervilletc  \l 1 "Weaverville"
1.
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Hymas called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  Members present: Commissioner Reiss, Commissioner Freeman, Commissioner Seppanen, Commissioner Winkler, Commissioner Modine, Commissioner Hurlbert, Commissioner Hymas, Executive Officer John Jelicich, Assistant Executive Officer Jeanne Bonomini and LAFCo Clerk Tina Teuscher.


2.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Commissioner Seppanen moved to adopt the agenda.  Commissioner Freeman seconded.  Motion carried.

3.
MINUTES   (May 28, 2002)

Commissioner Reiss moved to approve the May 28th minutes.  Commissioner Winkler seconded.  Motion carried.

4. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS


5.   
WITHDRAWN OR CONTINUED ITEMS
-
None
OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS

6. SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AMENDMENT AND ANNEXATION 


LAF 02-01 

Sphere of Influence Amendment and Annexation of one 40-acre parcel into Trinity county Waterworks District 1.  Located approximately ½ mile off of State Hwy 3 on Hyampom Road.  Applicant: Johnson, APN: 014-430-32.

John Jelicich stated that he had received an application for an annexation for water.  The property is zoned Agriculture 20-acre minimum and has Flood Hazard zoning along the creek, which is located at the upper portion of the property.  There is also a Critical Water Resource (CWR) overlay on the property, which is one reason the owner will benefit from having this service. 


Mr. Jelicich stated that another advantage from having the water extended is that it provides for fire hydrants along the lane.  He mentioned that staff had received phone calls from individuals across the street that would also like water.   It appears that it would be best to proceed with the annexation of the 40-acre parcel and amend the Sphere of Influence to include the other parcels that front Hyampom Road as well as the few along Tule Creek, at this time.  This would allow for the other annexations to go through without doing a Sphere of Influence and would save them money.    

John stated that the Commission has the authority to include areas in an annexation even though they are requested, but in order for the district to have an opportunity to meet with these folks and address the financing issues for extending the line, It appears to staff that it would be better to let them work that portion out prior to approving an annexation.  By identifying the property as part of the sphere of influence this will give the indication that LAFCo is looking into this area as being eligible for annexation into the district.  

Commissioner Reiss asked if there was anything that could be placed in the motion that would expedite the other annexations and save money. 

John stated that this was the goal with the Resolution that is attached to the staff report.   He mentioned again that amending the Sphere of Influence at this time would save the new applicants time and money. 

Commissioner Modine stated that there would be a meeting tonight regarding the upcoming annexations.  

John stated that project was consistent with the General Plan.  He also mentioned that Trinity County Waterworks #1 included terms and conditions in their resolution that they wanted LAFCo to pass on in their resolution.  John stated that in the future he would like to see the districts incorporate their conditions into a contract between the property owners and the district before the application is submitted to LAFCo.  John stated that once the Commission adopts the resolution, there will be a conducting authority hearing to ensure that the conditions have been met.  He stated that the conditions must be met, however, the resolution does stated that they can be met by a contractual agreement between the property owner and the district.  So if the conditions are not met, it will be up to the district to make sure that they are complied with.   

Craig Hair, Trinity County Waterworks #1, stated that in the application process they did have the property owners sign a contract.  He passed the information onto the Commission with the application only because he thought he was suppose to. 

Chairman Hymas clarified that the conditions did not need to be mentioned in the LAFCo Resolution, only in a contract with the district.   Executive Officer Jelicich stated it did need to be in the resolution because of the way it is worded.  He stated that the resolution isn’t a contract but it could be worded a little different stating that the district has entered into an agreement.  It is all going to work out.  John mentioned that everything was fine and it would all work out. 

Executive Officer Jelicich stated that the project was exempt from CEQA.  He also mentioned that there were a couple of typos in the Executive Officer report.   He asked that the Commission disregard where it says Weaverville Sanitary District, it should be Trinity County Waterworks #1.  John stated that the map was completed by Hunt Land Surveying.  Staff recommends approval of the Johnson Annexation to the Trinity County Waterworks District #1, by adopting Resolution No 03-02 and amend the Sphere of Influence for the Trinity County Waterworks District #1 by adopting Resolution No. 03-01. 

Chairman Hymas opened the public hearing.  No comments were heard.  

Commissioner Winkler asked why the Sphere of Influence could not be made larger at this time.  John stated after receiving the application staff wanted to address the needs at hand.  In order to complete a larger Sphere of Influence, staff would need to complete a Service Review.  He stated that the guidelines for the service reviews are being amended.  When he has an adopted set of guidelines, he would prefer to start the service reviews with the Fire Districts.  Completing Service Reviews is going to be time consuming.

Commissioner Seppanen asked if the amending of the guidelines will change the timeline.  John stated that CALAFCO is looking into that.  It took OPR two years to get the guidelines out and now they are re-examining them.  John mentioned that he would like to work with the Fire Districts first because of the 911 addressing system.

Commissioner Seppanen stated that he was under the assumption that we had five years to complete our Sphere of Influence reviews and now we only have three years left.  John stated that he truly believed that this issue was going to be addressed and we would be given more time. 

Chairman Hymas closed the public hearing. 

Commissioner Modine asked if the Commission could adopt both the resolution to extend the Sphere of Influence and the Annexation in one motion.  John stated that he would prefer two motions.

Commissioner Modine moved to amend the Sphere of Influence for the Trinity County Waterworks District #1 by adopting resolution number LAFCO 03-01.  Commissioner Hurlbert seconded.  A role call vote was taken: Commissioner Reiss - yes, Commissioner Freeman - yes, Commissioner Seppanen - yes, Commissioner Winkler - yes, Commissioner Modine - yes, Commissioner Hurlbert - yes and Chairman Hymas - yes.  Motion carried. 


Commissioner Reiss moved to approve the Trinity County Waterworks District 1 annexation of the “Johnson Annexation” area (APN:014-430-32) by adopting resolution number LAFCO 03-02, which includes terms and conditions for the annexation.  Commissioner Freeman seconded.  A role call vote was taken: Commissioner Reiss - yes, Commissioner Freeman - yes, Commissioner Seppanen - yes, Commissioner Winkler - yes, Commissioner Modine - yes, Commissioner Hurlbert - yes and Chairman Hymas - yes.  Motion carried.

7. MIDYEAR BUDGET REVIEW

Treasurer’s Report

Executive Officer Jelicich stated that the Commission had asked that staff prepare a Treasurer’s Report to keep them informed of the budget.  John stated that this report included expenses and revenues received through December.  In March we will be addressing the Commission with the proposed budget for next year.  Staff will continue to do what it has done in the past and notify the districts as to their share of the budget.  

John explained the budget process and stated that if there was not an agreement between the county and the districts, the districts will need to pay their portion of the budget per state law.   

Mr. Jelicich also stated that the Weaverville Community Services District is looking to submit an application for an annexation as well.   

Chairman Hymas stated that even though we have not used all of the budget money this year, we should keep it the same for next year, since there is so much coming up.  John explained that the service reviews would be costly.  He stated that there would be a lot of communication with the fire districts and that there would probably be some complaining.  Staff also needs to look at the ISO ratings and there will be a connection between water availability and the ability to provide fire protection.  This is going to be a bigger issue with the areas that already have developed water systems with fire hydrants.  

Commissioner Modine asked who performed the audits.  John stated that the insurance industry performs the audits.  Commissioner Winkler stated that the fire district must be rated by these insurance agencies.  Commissioner Modine stated that he understood the ISO rating to be the performance of the water and fire district capabilities.  

Commissioner Modine asked how forthcoming the auditors where to make assessments. He asked if the auditors could make their assessments based on a proposed Sphere of Influence and tell us what the ISO could be.   Mr. Jelicich stated that he is not sure where the dividing lines are.  He explained that the ISO rating does have a big impact on insurance rates.   He stated that another big issue is the Emergency Response folks.    They provide services to a different area that doesn’t necessarily correspond with the district boundaries.   The dispatchers are not using the emergency service numbers because it doesn’t fit right now.  This is one issue that the E-911 coordinator is currently working on.    

Commissioner Modine stated that his question was, what are the impacts going to be when we increase our sphere of influence.  If we can show the auditors a map, and it says that our ISO rating is 6, can they tell us what it would be if we expanded our territory?   He then asked what that would do to his insurance rates.

Chairman Hymas stated that this discussion does not pertain to the budget and should be placed on the next agenda.

8. PUBLIC FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT

Members of the public may address the Commission concerning matters within the jurisdiction of LAFCo which are not listed on the agenda.  No action may be taken on these matters.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Hymas adjourned the meeting at 4:25 pm.

	


