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AGENDA ITEM:

6.a CONSENT CALENDAR

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


PLUMAS LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

December 10th, 2007


1.
CALL TO ORDER


The scheduled and noticed meeting of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission was called to order by Chairman Meacher at 10:15 a.m. on Monday, December 10th, 2007, in the Board of Supervisors Room of the Plumas County Courthouse, located in Quincy, California.

2.
ROLL CALL


Chairman Meacher, noting that a quorum was present, asked the Clerk to call the roll and Ms. Duenas recorded the following:


          PRESENT: 
Commissioners: Rose Comstock, Jim Krantz (Public Member Alternate), Robert Meacher, Chuck Spencer and Curt McBride.
         
             ABSENT: 
None.

ALSO PRESENT:
Executive Officer: John M. Gullixson, Clerk: Melissa Duenas, City Member Alternate:  William Weaver.       
3.     
CLOSED SESSION- IF REQUIRED


None
4.
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

None

5.
PUBLIC COMMENTS


There were no public comments on items not on the agenda.

6.
CONSENT CALENDAR 


6.A)
Consideration of the Minutes of the 10-22-2007 regular meeting of Plumas LAFCo.

MSC: Krantz/Spencer (5-0):  To approve the Minutes of the 10-22-2007 regular meeting of Plumas.
7.  
MATTERS PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONERS


None.
8.
PUBLIC HEARINGS


8.A)
Continued Public Hearing Re Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-005, Joint Municipal Services Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment for East Quincy CSD and Quincy CSD and associated Environmental Review.

1)   The Public Hearing is already open.

2)   Take Staff Report

3)   Take Public Testimony


4)   Close Public Hearing


5)  (a) Make Determinations to approve and/or modify the proposed Municipal Service Review for East Quincy CSD and Quincy CSD; 


(b) Approve and/or modify the proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment for East Quincy CSD and Quincy CSD; and


(c)  Make findings that the MSR and SOI projects are Exempt under CEQA; 


(d)  Consider the adoption of Resolution No. 2007-015: A Resolution of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission approving Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-005, An Application for the East Quincy CSD and Quincy CSD Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment.

The Chairman noted that the Public Hearing is already open and the Executive Officer presented the Commission with a final and amended copy of the MSR and the completed SOI report.  The additions to the previously presented document included the attachment of several documents provided by the Quincy CSD and internal changes to the document noting the inclusion of these attachments.   Kim Kraul, Board member of the QCSD asked the Commission if the proposed SOI met with the District concerns for obligation outside of the current District boundaries.  Chairman Meacher responded that the SOI does not obligate the QCSD to expand but that it does give the District an opportunity to actively participate in any projects occurring within the SOI.  Mr. Gullixson also noted that at the last Public Hearing, Dick Castaldini, Board member for the QCSD that the Board is in agreement with the proposed and presented SOI.
Larry Sullivan, District Manager for the QCSD asked that the Executive Officer comments on page 6, relating to the receipt of documents be stricken from the adopted MSR.  He further stated that these comments could be read to mean that the District did not provide LAFCo with any requested documents and he would like the document to reflect the District’s participation with document requests.  Mr. Gullixson noted that these comments directly relate to the preceding letter, wherein Plumas LAFCo requested final comments prior to the first Public Hearing on August 13, 2007 and that QCSD did not provided these documents prior to completion of the report.  Comments were received via mail the Saturday preceding the Public Hearing, causing the hearing to be included and the entire document to be reprinted to include these comments.  Mr. Sullivan reported that he would like the comments stricken.  
Commissioner Spencer made a motion to strike through the 2nd and 3rd sentence in the Executive Officer comments (highlighted in blue) on page 6 of the MSR.  Curt McBride seconded the motion.  Chairman Meacher closed the public hearing and asked for a vote on the motion made by Commissioner Spencer.
MSC: Spencer/McBride (5-0): To close the public hearing and to strike through the 2nd and 3rd sentence from the Executive Officer comments (highlighted in blue) on page 6 of the MSR, to approve as adequate and complete the Municipal Service Review, to approve the proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment for East Quincy CSD and Quincy CSD, and to make findings that the MSR and SOI projects are Exempt under CEQA and adopt Resolution No. 2007-015: A Resolution of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission approving Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-005, An Application for the East Quincy CSD and Quincy CSD Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment.

8.B)
Public Hearing Re Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-004, Municipal Services Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment for Hamilton Branch CSD and associated Environmental Review.

1)   Open the Public Hearing.

2)   Take Staff Report

3)   Take Public Testimony

4)   Close the Public Hearing

5)  (a) Make Determinations to approve and/or modify the proposed Municipal Service Review for Hamilton Branch CSD; 


(b) Approve and/or modify the proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment for Hamilton Branch CSD; and


(c)  Make findings that the MSR and SOI projects are Exempt under CEQA; 


(d)  Consider the adoption of Resolution No. 2007-017: A Resolution of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission approving Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-004, An Application for the Hamilton Branch CSD Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment.

Chairman Meacher opened the Public Hearing and the Executive Officer presented the Hamilton Branch CSD Municipal Service Review and proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment.  Mr. Gullixson also introduced Dennis Marks, General Manger for the Hamilton Branch CSD.  Following a brief discussion, General Manager Marks requested that the Public Hearing be continued to give the HBCSD and opportunity to review and comment on the document as presented. The opened Public Hearing was continued to February 11, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.
MSC: Comstock/Krantz (5-0):  To continue the Public Hearing on Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-004, An Application for the Hamilton Branch CSD Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment to the February 11, 2008 Commission meeting.

9.     
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS BY EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

       9.A)
Action Item Re: Discuss & Draft Ordinance Potentials Re Plumas County   Planning Department Standards on Governmental Oversight.


Mr. Gullixson reported that many new large developments are being proposed throughout the County, wherein project proponents are planning to install homeowner run, as opposed to Government run agencies; such as Community Service District’s.  The Commission discussed the problems associated with this approach including the ability of a Fire District to rely upon water sources maintained by something other than another Governmental Agency.

Following further discussion the Commission asked Staff to prepare a sample ordinance and to bring it back to the Commission for review and possible action. 

MSC: Spencer/Comstock (5-0):  Directing staff to draft a sample Ordinance Re Plumas County   Planning Department Standards on Governmental Oversight for Commission action and presentation to the Plumas County Board of Supervisors.


9.B)
Staff Report Re:    Indian Valley Health Care District Service Issues


The Executive Officer presented the Commission with copies of emails sent by the Plumas County Auditor’s office regarding the status of the Indian Valley Hospital District’s and its provision of services and the continued collection of a property tax share.  Present were Guy McNett, the Chairman for IVHD and David Heaslett, attorney for the District.  Mr. Heaslett explained that the District is currently going through a Chapter 9 municipal bankruptcy and that the denial of tax monies as proposed by the Plumas County Auditor’s office would cause the district to default on bond obligations secured by those funds and would affect all Hospitals across the state of California by lowering bond worthiness statewide.  Shawn Montgomery, Plumas County Auditor responded that her concerns were a response to tax payer questions and that ultimately the County could be held liable if any tax payer suits are filed regarding this issue.  Mr. Gullixson explained that these issues will be settled through the Bankruptcy court and that the District is continuing to provide services through a contract with Eastern Plumas Hospital District.  Mr. McNett responded that the District is providing services that they can afford and that benefit the community.  Mr. McNett noted that the clinic is now reopened and that the IVHD welcomes any public participation and questions regarding the District status and operations.  No Commission action was taken.
9.C)
Staff Report Re:    Work Plan Re Initiating Municipal Service Reviews 

The Executive Officer presented the Commission with a list of completed MSR/SOI’s  and noted that the Commission has previously directed the Staff to bring its recommendations to the Commission on prioritizing the initiation of Sphere of Influence Amendments and Municipal Service Reviews as required by Government Code §56425 and §56430.  Staff then presented the Commission with a list of proposed MSR’s/SOI’s that the Commission should consider initiating.  These included:

Bucks Lake/Indian Valley
· Meadow Valley Fire Protection District
· Indian Valley Community Services District

· Indian Valley Hospital District

Lake Almanor

· Hamilton Branch Fire Protection District

· Peninsula Fire Protection District
· Walker Ranch Community Services District

· West Almanor Community Services District

· Seneca Hospital District

American Valley
· Quincy Fire Protection District

· Plumas Hospital District

· Feather River Canyon Community Services District

· Green Horn Ranch CSD

Mohawk Valley
· Plumas Eureka Community Services District
· Long Valley Community Services District
· C-Road Community Services District
· Whitehawk Ranch Community Services District
· Johnsville Public Utility District
· Clio Public Utility District
Eastern Plumas
· Eastern Plumas Hospital District
· Sierra Valley Fire Protection District
· Beckwourth County Service Area (Staff has spoken to Bob Perreault, Plumas County Public Works Director and will address this District in conjunction with the ongoing study for Grizzly Ranch CSD).
MSC: Spencer/Comstock (5-0):  Directing staff to notify in writing the above referenced agencies regarding the Commission’s intent to initiate Municipal Service Reviews and Sphere of Influence Amendments consistent with the legal obligation set forth in Government Code §56425 and §56430.
9.D)
Discussion Re:     Quincy Lighting District Annexation Fee Schedule

Staff presented the Commission with a copy of the communications between Staff and the East Quincy Community Services District and the Quincy Lighting District.  Mr. Gullixson noted that the EQCSD is seeking to divest itself of lighting powers and this would require annexation of those territories currently served with lighting by the EQCSD to annex to the QLD.  Subsequently, an MSR and SOI on the Quincy Lighting District would need to be completed.  Staff noted that since the QLD is a single purpose agency the MSR/SOI should be a relatively easy project to complete and that Staff had provided the two Districts of estimated charges in the amount of $9,900.00, a sum considerably less than the standard LAFCo schedule of deposits for projects.  The Executive Officer asked the Commission if there were any objections to beginning this project based upon the modified deposit.  The Commission generally agreed that the proposal was acceptable.
9.E)
Discussion Re:
Staff Office Hours & Holiday Closure & January Meeting  

Staff provided the Commission with the following information:

Upcoming County Holiday’s:

· December 24th (Monday)

· December 25th (Tuesday)

· January 1st (Tuesday)

· January 21st (Monday)

· February 12th (Tuesday)

· February 18th (Monday)

Staff will be closing the office from December 24th through January 2nd due to the sequence of county holidays; staff will utilize vacation hours during that week.  The Executive Officer is also taking vacation time on January 5, and January 6, 2008.  

Staff is proposing to change the office hours from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm to 10:30 am to 3:30 pm to utilize more post lunch hours for business operation.

In light of the County holidays in December and January, Staff is proposing to cancel any January LAFCo meeting and to resume meeting on February 11th, 2008.  This will allow staff and the Commission to calendar a full and meaningful meeting in February.  Should the Commission need to meet in January the Chairman can call a special meeting and staff will facilitate such a meeting as necessary.  

The Commission determined to cancel the January meeting and meet on February 11, 2008 for the next Commission meeting.  It also agreed that the proposed modification of business hours was acceptable.
9.F)
Discussion Re:  
Staff Contacts 


There were no comments or discussion under this agenda item.

MSC: Spencer/Comstock (5-0):  To Receive and File. 

9.G)
Discussion Re:  
Open Files  


There were no comments or discussion under this agenda item.

MSC: Spencer/Comstock (5-0):  To Receive and File. 

10.
OTHER BUSINESS

None

11.
ADJOURNMENT 
Finding no further business on the agenda, Chairman Meacher called the meeting back to order and adjourned the meeting at 11:10 a.m. to the next regular meeting of Plumas LAFCo scheduled and noticed to be held at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, February 11, 2008 in the Board of Supervisors Room, Plumas County Courthouse, Quincy, California.
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