MINUTES OF THE May12TH, 2008 REGULAR MEETING OF PLUMAS LAFCo                                                                        PAGE -5-

[image: image1.wmf]

Chairman:

Robert Meacher

              Commissioners:
Rose Comstock
Jim Krantz

Curt McBride

Chuck Spencer

Executive Officer:

John M. Gullixson

Commission Clerk:

Melissa L. Duenas




                 LAFCo 



AGENDA ITEM:

6. A CONSENT CALENDAR

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


PLUMAS LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

May 12, 2008

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The scheduled and noticed meeting of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission was called to order by Chairman Meacher at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 12th, 2008, in the Board of Supervisors Room of the Plumas County Courthouse, located in Quincy, California.

2.
ROLL CALL


Chairman Meacher, noting that a quorum was present, asked the Clerk to call the roll and Ms. Duenas recorded the following:


          PRESENT: 
Commissioners: Jim Krantz, Curt McBride, Robert Meacher, and Chuck Spencer.
         
             ABSENT: 
Rose Comstock.

ALSO PRESENT:
Executive Officer: John M. Gullixson, Clerk: Melissa Duenas, Public Member Alternate Linda Blum, City Member Alternate: William Weaver.  
3.
COMMISSION REORGANIZATION

  
3.A
Selection of  Commission Chairman


1) Chairman Meacher turned the meeting over to the Executive Officer to conduct the election of the Plumas LAFCo Chairman for the new term for year 2008/2009.

2) The Executive Officer asked for nominations for Chairman (nominations


 do not require a second to the motion.)
Commissioner Krantz nominated current Commissioner Chairman Meacher.  Chairman Meacher accepted the nomination and it is seconded by Commissioner Spencer.

3) The Executive Officer closed the nominations.

4)
The Executive Officer called for vote for Chairman.

5) The Clerk recorded the vote and announced that Chairman Meacher is designated Chairman for the ensuing term. 

6) The newly re-elected Chairman Meacher remains in the Chair’s seat at the dais.  

MSC: Krantz / Spencer (4-0):  To appoint Chairman Meacher to serve as the Chairman for Plumas LAFCo for the ensuing term.
  
3.B
Selection of Commission Vice-Chairman


1) The Chairman Meacher conducted the selection process for Vice-Chairman.  

2) The Chairman asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman.

Commissioner Krantz nominated Commissioner Spencer.  Commissioner Spencer accepted the nomination and it is seconded by Commissioner McBride.

3) The Chairman closed the nomination.

4) The Chairman called for a vote on for Vice-Chairman.

5) The Clerk recorded the vote and announced that Commissioner Spencer is the designated Vice-Chairman for the ensuing term.                  

MSC: Krantz / McBride (4-0):  To appoint Commissioner Spencer to serve as the Vice-Chairman for Plumas LAFCo for the ensuing term.
4.
CLOSED SESSION


None

5.
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

None

6.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Members of the public are invited to address the Commission on any matter of interest to the public that is not on the agenda for a period of time not exceeding 5 minutes.  Pursuant to the Brown Act, the Commission cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted agenda but may add to a future agenda matters brought up under public comments for appropriate action at a future meeting.

There were no Public comments.

7.
CONSENT CALENDAR 


6.A)
Consideration of the Minutes of the 4-14-2008 regular meeting of Plumas LAFCo.
MSC: Spencer / Krantz (4-0):  To approve the Minutes of the 04-14-2008 regular meeting of Plumas LAFCo.
8.  
MATTERS PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONERS

The Commissioner discussed entering into communications with CALAFCo to request a rural LAFCo seminar at the next CALAFCo annual conference.  Commissioner Spencer also noted that he would like to eventually see an audit of Plumas LAFCo’s performance and budget as an independent LAFCo done.
9.
PUBLIC HEARINGS


9.A)
Public Hearing Re Consideration of the "Final Working" Budget for Fiscal Year 2008/2009.

1)  Open the Public Hearing

2)  Take Staff Report

3)  Take Public Testimony

4)  Close the Public Hearing

5)  Make Determinations to adopt a Final Fiscal Year 2008/2009 Budget and adopt Plumas LAFCo Resolution 2008-009, A Resolution of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission approving and adopting the Final Fiscal Year 2008/2009 Budget. 

Chairman Meacher opened the Public Hearing and asked for the Staff report.  The Executive Officer presented the Final Budget for Commission review.  Following a brief review of the staff report and supplementary budget information, Commissioner Spencer asked staff to define its net operating expenses and to remove wording from the budget pertaining to the County and the Cities obligation to budget for the entire proposed budgetary amount in total.  Staff noted that the intent of this wording was to avoid a budget shortfall and directed the Commission to the past Plumas LAFCo budgets, which showed actual expenditures and to the government code.  Following further discussion Commission Spencer requested changes to the budget which removed the wording that each funding agency should budget in full for Plumas LAFCo approved expenditures.  Commission Spencer also recommended that the Budget show that the County and City contributions to Plumas LAFCo will be in the sum of $52,500 with an initial amount of $47,500 to be due and payable on July 1, 2008 and that each agency will further contribute $5,000 more as of February 15, 2009 following the February Commission meeting should the Commission determine at that time that a need for additional funds exists.  Commissioner McBride agreed that since the City of Portola is currently going into budget sessions that it would be useful for the City to have the LAFCo budget consistent with recommendation made by Commissioner Spencer.  The Executive Officer reported that this approach to the budget was used during the previous budget year and that it was the Commission’s intent to notice each contributing agency of its obligation to Plumas LAFCo as required by the Government Code.  The Executive Officer also pointed out that the City was the first to deny responsibility to the obligation in the past when a deficiency in LAFCo funding was determined.  Commissioner Spencer noted that he felt the City would not take that position again and he also discussed what actual Plumas LAFCo net operating costs were.  
MSC: Spencer / McBride (4-0):  To direct staff to amend the Final Budget to show that the County and City contributions to Plumas LAFCo will be in the initial amount of $47,500 and that each agency will further contribute $5,000 in February following a Commission meeting wherein a need for additional funds is determined and to remove wording referencing that each funding agency be required to budget in full for the entire extent of Plumas LAFCo approved expenditures.
9.B) 
Public Hearing Re:  Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-008, Crescent Mills Fire Protection District Approving Municipal Service Review & Sphere of Influence Amendment.

1) Public Hearing is already opened and continued from the April 14, 2008 Commission meeting

2) Take the Staff report

2)  Take Public Testimony

3)  Close the Public Hearing

 
4)  (a) Make Determinations to approve and/or modify the proposed Municipal Service Review for Crescent Mills Fire Protection District; 


(b) Approve and/or modify the proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment    for Crescent Mills Fire Protection District; and


    (c) Make findings that the MSR/SOI projects are Exempt under CEQA; 


(d)  Consider the adoption of Resolution No. 2008-010: A Resolution of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission approving Plumas LAFCo File No. 2004-SOI-008, An Application for the Crescent Mills Fire Protection District Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment.
Chairman Meacher opened the Public Hearing and staff requested that it be continued.  Staff noted that there were several gaps in information and that Steve Allen, the Secretary for the District would like a chance to review the document prior to Commission review.
MSC: Spencer / McBride (4-0):  To continue this Public Hearing to the June 9th meeting date of the Plumas LAFCo.

10.     
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS BY EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

10.A)
Action Item Re: Consideration of request to pay a membership due to the Plumas County Special Districts Association.
Mr. Gullixson presented the Commission with communication from the Plumas County Special District Association regarding membership dues to Special District and urging Special Districts to join the association.  The annual cost per year is $20.00.  The Commission reviewed a letter that briefly described the role of the association and the benefits associated with joining.

MSC: Spencer / Krantz (4-0):  Directing Staff to prepare and return a membership application and the $20.00 annual membership costs.
10.B)
Staff Report Re:  Review of material from CALAFCo Re Annual Conference in Los 


Angeles on September 3, 2008 through September 5, 2008.
The Executive Officer presented the Commission with information pertaining to the annual CALAFCo conference scheduled for September.  Staff reported that the conference will be held at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in Los Angeles California.  The conference will run from September 3 – 5, 2008.   Commissioner Spencer requested that the Commission review budgetary constraints prior to attending the conference.   

MSC: Spencer / Krantz (4-0):  To receive and file.
10.C)
Staff Report Re:
Role of LAFCo Publication
Mr. Gullixson provided the Commission with a copy of a publication by the UC Cooperative Extension, circulated by Chairman Meacher.  This publication offers insight into the role of LAFCo and their coordination with Counties, Cities and Special District’s.  The Commission thanked Staff for the copies of the publication noting that it was very well written and useful.  

MSC: Spencer / McBride (4-0):  To receive and file.
10.D)
Staff Report Re:   Correspondence From CalPERS Re Social Security Status
The Executive Officer reported that earlier this year it was determined that after CALPERs Benefits were extended to Plumas LAFCo staff in 2002 the Auditor and Human Resource department continued to take Social Security Benefits from employee payroll.  Under CALPERs benefits Plumas LAFCo should have passed an agreement commonly referred to as a “218 agreement” to continue the social security payments on behalf of the employees.  Because the social security payments should have stopped for a time and didn’t, pending completion of a “218 Agreement”, Staff believed such was approved at the time all of the original documents were approved establishing the CalPERS relationship.

Staff learned at the end of 2007 that this part of the process was not addressed by the Auditor and Human Resources and the collection of Social Security payments from LAFCo employees was allowed to continue.  CALPERs contacted the County Auditor in late 2007, requesting a “218 agreement” and/or the discontinuation of the collection of Social Security benefits.  

Staff reported that they have worked with representatives from CALPERs, the Auditor’s Office and the Human Resource Department.  The Commission was presented with a copy of a communication from CALPERs referencing the completion of this process by “default” and CALPERs resolution to the issue.  Essentially, CALPERs will not require Plumas LAFCo to go through a “218 agreement” process and will continue to allow payment and participation into the Social Security program based upon a continuing past history of payment and participation.

MSC: Krantz / Spencer (4-0):  To receive and file.
10.E
Discussion Re:  
Staff Contacts & Open Files. 

The Commission had no comments regarding staff contacts and open files.

MSC: Spencer / McBride (4-0):  To receive and file.
11.
OTHER BUSINESS

11.A
Notice of New Fillings: None
11.B
Notice Of Public Hearing On MSR/SOI Study For Quincy Lighting District, Plumas LAFCo File # 2008-SOI-011.

12.
ADJOURNMENT 

Finding no further business on the agenda, Chairman Meacher called the meeting back to order and adjourned the meeting at 11:30 p.m. to the next regular meeting of Plumas LAFCo scheduled and noticed to be held at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 12th, 2008 in the Board of Supervisors Room, Plumas County Courthouse, Quincy, California.
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