MINUTES OF THE MARCH 10TH, 2008 REGULAR MEETING OF PLUMAS LAFCo                                                                        PAGE -2-

[image: image1.wmf]

Chairman:

Robert Meacher

              Commissioners:
Rose Comstock
Jim Krantz

Curt McBride

Chuck Spencer

Executive Officer:

John M. Gullixson

Commission Clerk:

Melissa L. Duenas




                 LAFCo 



AGENDA ITEM:

6. A CONSENT CALENDAR

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


PLUMAS LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

March 10th, 2008

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The scheduled and noticed meeting of the Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission was called to order by Chairman Meacher at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, March 10th, 2008, in the Board of Supervisors Room of the Plumas County Courthouse, located in Quincy, California.

2.
ROLL CALL


Chairman Meacher, noting that a quorum was present, asked the Clerk to call the roll and Ms. Duenas recorded the following:


          PRESENT: 
Commissioners: Rose Comstock, Jim Krantz (Public Member Alternate), Robert Meacher, Chuck Spencer and William Weaver
         
             ABSENT: 
Curt McBride.

ALSO PRESENT:
Executive Officer: John M. Gullixson, Clerk: Melissa Duenas.   
3.     
CLOSED SESSION- IF REQUIRED


None
4.
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

None
5.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
6.
CONSENT CALENDAR 


6.A)
Consideration of the Minutes of the 2-11-2008 regular meeting of Plumas LAFCo.
MSC: Spencer / Weaver (5-0):  To approve the Minutes of the 02-11-2008 regular meeting of Plumas.
7.  
MATTERS PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONERS

Commissioner Comstock asked staff about the status of Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-010, Quincy Lighting District (QLD), Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment and the associated annexation of the East Quincy Community Services District into the QLD.  John reported that he had met with Bob Perreault, Plumas County Public Works Director to begin the process of gathering the information needed to complete the MSR/SOI for QLD and that staff is working to compile information and complete the review of the District so that the pending annexation can started.
8.
PUBLIC HEARINGS


None
9.     
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS BY EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

9.A)
Action Item Re:  Approval and Adoption of Resolutions of Initiation of Municipal Service Reviews and Sphere of Influence Amendments.

The Executive Officer reported that the Commission directed Staff to provide notice to the following agencies of the Commission intent to consider resolutions initiating MSR and SOI studies at its March 10, 2008 meeting:

· Plumas Eureka CSD

· Clio PUD

· Beckwourth CSA

· Quincy FPD

· Hamilton Branch FPD

· Johnsville PUD

· Peninsula FPD

LAFCo Staff mailed each of the above agencies a letter dated February 15, 2008, explaining the process and Commission intent and notifying each of the District’s about today’s Commission meeting

1)   Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-002, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Plumas Eureka Community Services District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-003;

Frank Motzkus reported that the District still has not received a response from the Plumas County Planning Department regarding the District’s telephonic request for information pertaining to a proposed trailer park development which is adjacent to District boundaries.  Frank further reported that the District Board had not objections to the initiation of a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment and noted that the District is interested in expanding its Sphere of Influence so that it can participate in planning adjacent to its present District boundaries.
MSC: Krantz / Weaver (5-0):  To approve Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-002, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Plumas Eureka Community Services District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-003
2)   Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-003, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Clio Public Utility District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-004;

Staff reported that they have had no communication from the Clio PUD regarding the initiation of the MSR/SOI application and therefore assumes that the District has no objection to their initiation.  

MSC: Krantz / Comstock (5-0):  To approve Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-003, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Clio Public Utility District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-004
3)   Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-004, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Beckwourth County Service Area, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-005;

The Executive Officer reported that he has met with Bob Perreault, General Manager of the District on behalf of Plumas County and that there are no objections to the initiation of the application.  The District is currently having a capacity survey performed and Mr. Perreault has reported to staff that he will engage Plumas LAFCo in the process.

MSC: Weaver / Comstock (5-0):  To approve Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-004, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Beckwourth County Service Area, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-005

4)   Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-005, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Quincy Fire Protection District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-006;

Staff reported that they have had no communication from the Quincy FPD regarding the initiation of the MSR/SOI application and therefore assumes that the District has no objection to their initiation.  

MSC: Weaver / Comstock (5-0):  To approve Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-005, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Quincy Fire Protection District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-006
5)   Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-006, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Hamilton Branch Fire Protection District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-008;

Gary Pinni, interim Chief for the District reported that the Hamilton Branch FPD Board had no objections to the initiation of the SOI/MSR.

MSC: Spencer/ Weaver (5-0):  To continue this agenda item until staff and Chairman Meacher have had a chance to meet with the Board.
6)   Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-007, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Johnsville Public Utility District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-009;

Staff reported that they have had no communication from the Johnsville PUD regarding the initiation of the MSR/SOI application and therefore assumes that the District has no objection to their initiation.  

MSC: Weaver / Krantz (5-0):  To approve Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-007, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Johnsville Public Utility District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-009
7) Plumas LAFCo Resolution No. 2008-008, initiating a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence update of the Peninsula Fire Protection District, Plumas LAFCo File No. 2008-SOI-007.

Mr. Gullixson reported that he had received communication from PFPD concerning the District’s objection to the initiation of the MSR/SOI.  Further staff has seen information in the Plumas County News circulation expressing the District’s objections and misrepresenting several facts concerning Plumas LAFCo and the MSR/SOI process.  Staff presented the Commission with a report outlining and correcting these misrepresentations.  Chairman Meacher then asked for comments from the audience and some of the audience members who addressed the Commission were Peninsula Fire Protection District Chief, Gary Pinni; Peninsula Resident, Bob McArthur; and Peninsula Board member, Russ Greenlaw presented the Commission with their concerns.  These concerns included but were not limited to:
· Perceived communication problems between Plumas LAFCo and the Board.

· The inability of the Plumas LAFCo Executive Officer to attend a meeting of the District in 2006.

· The cost of the Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Amendment.

· The need for either study.

· The Commission’s intent to follow the law and force District’s to comply with California State Law.

· Perceived “attitude” of the Plumas LAFCo Executive Officer on behalf of the Commission.
Following audience comments the Commission thanked those in attendance for their concerns and a discussion ensued pertaining to the Plumas LAFCo Budget.  Chairman Meacher invited all those in attendance to attend the next several Plumas LAFCo meeting wherein the Budget will be more specifically discussed.  
Jim Murphy, Portola City Manager noted that the City of Portola is sharing an inordinate amount of the Plumas LAFCo Budget, since Special District’s do not participate on the Commission in Plumas County.  Commissioner Spencer noted that 90% of the Commission work involves Special Districts and encouraged all those in attendance to forget about the past and to move forward with the future.  
Chairman Meacher asked that Peninsula Fire Protection District contact him to arrange for a meeting with himself and the Plumas LAFCo Executive Officer.  The Commission also discussed the process regarding how Special Districts can join Plumas LAFCo and those in attendance were encouraged to contact the staff of Plumas LAFCo, if further information was needed.
MSC: Spencer / Weaver (5-0):  To continue this agenda item until staff and Chairman Meacher have had a chance to meet with the Board.
The Commission adjourned for a 5 minute break.


9.B)
Staff Report Re:  Plumas County Ordinance on future Governance of Water and Wastewater Systems in new developments and future meeting date.

The Executive Officer presented the Commission with a copy of the letter mailed to the California Public Utilities Commission regarding the Graeagle Land and Water request to expand its service territory.  Mr. Gullixson reported that he had received a telephone call from Mr. Gary Jennings, representing the Graeagle Land & Water Company, who was asked by the PUC officials to make further inquiry.  There was no substantive comment from Mr. Jennings with regard to further notices or environmental reviews.  He told Staff that these were not usual areas of inquiry of the PUC.  

Mr. Gullixson also reported that he has set a meeting date for March 26th at 1:30 pm in the Plumas County Board of Supervisors room for further discussions with County representative on the Mutual/HOA governance of domestic water and sanitary sewer systems.  Commissioner Comstock, Plumas County Public Works Director Bob Perreault, Plumas County Planning Director Randy Wilson, Plumas County Environmental Health Director Jerry Sipe, and Plumas County Counsel Barbara Thomson have been invited to attend the meeting.  This meeting will immediately follow a meeting of the Plumas County Septage Summit.  
9.C)
Staff Report Re:  Quincy CSD and East Quincy CSD Request for Proposals.

Mr. Gullixson reported that upon completion of the joint Municipal Service Review of Quincy CSD and East Quincy CSD the two bodies requested John Sheehan to draft an RFP to satisfy several areas of questions which the Review pointed out.  This Request for Proposal was prepared with the assistance of the Executive Officer.  The Executive Officer included a copy of the draft RFP for Commission review.  Commissioner Comstock thanked staff for the reported noting that she has not yet seen this document and that it is an encouraging step for the District’s to take.
9.D)
Staff Report Re:  Special District Seating on LAFCo.

Mr. Gullixson presented the Commission with an article from the Jan/Feb 2008 publication of the California Special Districts Association regarding Special District seating on LAFCo in California.  Staff felt this article was relevant because of current issues in Plumas LAFCo.  The article has a current map the clearly delineates the 29 Counties that have Special District participation on LAFCo and the 29 California Counties that do not have Special District participation on LAFCo.  The Commission thanked staff for the information.
9.E)
Staff Report Re:  Out of Agency Service Agreements and LAFCo’s Role.

The Executive Officer provided the Commission with a legal brief from the Jan/Feb 2008 publication of the California Special Districts Association regarding Out of Agency Service Agreements and LAFCo’s role.  The brief interprets Government Code §56133 and suggests a more strict interpretation of the territory that an agency can contract to serve. In the third paragraph it points out a restriction on services being provided outside the serving Districts Sphere of Influence.  The service is dependent upon a finding of threat to public health and safety of residents.  The agency seeking service must provide the Commission with documentation of a threat to the health and safety to the public or affected residents.  Also, a list of exceptions is clearly spelled out in a way that can help the Commission understand the parameters of the Code.  

Jim Murphy, City of Portola Manager, reported that the Cities legal Council provided the City of Portola City Council and Gold Mountain CSD with a legal memorandum that concluded the their preexisting contract for Fire Protection services from the City to the District is exempt from LAFCo review because it predated 2001.  The City has sent LAFCo staff a letter regarding this issue and Mr. Murphy reported that he would like the Commission to be aware that the City will not be seeking LAFCo approval for contract renewal and that the City and the District are entering into another two year contract for service.  The Commission thanked Mr. Murphy for his report.
9.F)
Discussion Re:  2008/2009 Budget Update and Appointment of Budget Ad Hoc Committee.

The Executive Officer reported that the Budget Ad Hoc Committee has not yet met, but that they will present a draft budget to the Commission at the April 14, 2008 meeting.

9.G)
Discussion Re:
Form 700 Economic Disclosure & AB 1234 Compliance

Staff provided the Commissioner’s with Form 700 Economic Disclosure and asked that they be completed and returned to the office.  Mr. Gullixson also reported that every two year the Commissioner’s are required to attend Ethic’s training to remain in compliance with AB 1234.  Staff will work with each Commissioner to ensure compliance.
9.H)
Discussion Re:  
Staff Contacts & Open Files. 

There were no comments under this agenda item.
10.
OTHER BUSINESS

None
11. ADJOURNMENT 

Finding no further business on the agenda, Chairman Meacher called the meeting back to order and adjourned the meeting at 12:30 p.m. to the next regular meeting of Plumas LAFCo scheduled and noticed to be held at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, April 14th, 2008 in the Board of Supervisors Room, Plumas County Courthouse, Quincy, California.
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