MINUTES SPECIAL SESSION
Del Norte Local Agency Formation Commission

Board of Supervisors Chambers

981 H Street, Suite 100, Crescent City, CA 95531

AUGUST 31, 2006

5:00 pm

PRESENT:  Commissioners Sarah Sampels, Don Micheletti, Dennis Burns and Michael Scavuzzo 
1.
Call to Order/Roll Call

Chairman Sampels called the meeting to order in special session at 5:03 p.m.  In addition to the above-listed commissioners, Executive Officer Darren McElfresh, Recording Secretary Karen Phillips, Triplicate staff writer, William Erickson, Armand Trinitapoly and Sandra Jerabek were present at the meeting. Commissioner Leslie McNamer was absent from the meeting.
2.
Regular Business
A.
Ad Hoc Committee Report on Selection of Outside Legal Counsel
i.
Report and recommendation for selection of outside legal counsel.
Commissioner Micheletti gave a report regarding the ad hoc committee’s review of the list of outside legal counsel, with regard the petition/resolution seeking to dissolve the Pacific Shores Water District, and narrowing their choice to one of two attorneys, Nancy C. Miller or John Bakker.  The Executive Officer called the two candidates for additional work background and references.  The ad hoc committee recommended attorney John Bakker of San Leandro after review and discussion with the executive officer.  Both candidates have experience in dissolution of districts.   Commissioners asked if they would be able to make recommendations regard Cortese-Knox regulations throughout the process.
Richard Miles indicated that the appointment of outside counsel should be made permanently due to his perception of an ongoing conflict of interest with the county counsel.

Armand Trinitapoly asked if the goal of the hiring outside counsel was to dissolve the district.  Commissioners indicated that the attorneys were asked for their experience in that area to determine if they would be familiar with the process and regulations involved.

On a motion by Commissioner Micheletti, seconded by Commissioner Burns, and unanimously carried on a polled vote, with Commissioner McNamer absent, the Commission approved hiring attorney John Bakker as outside counsel regarding the Pacific Shores Water District petitions and dissolution matter before the Commission.
3.
Reports

A.
Commission - On their own initiative, Commission members may make brief announcements or brief reports on their own activities.  They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to have staff place a matter of business on a future agenda pursuant to Government Code section 54954.2 (a).

The following Board members made comments/reports/requests: None.
B.
Public - Public comment on items of interest to the public within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Local Agency Formation Commission, and not otherwise appearing on the agenda.  No action may be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda.

The following public comments were made:  Richard Miles commented on the decision to abolish the district, which he feels is opening a can of worms.
Commissioner Micheletti indicated that the LAFCO board is independent of the county and that they are not meeting to dissolve the district, they are meeting to investigate and consider the request to dissolve the district.

Armand Trinitapoly stated that his constituents are interested in the LAFCO process and that he feels the public should be fully involved.  He also urged LAFCO members to think outside of the box.

4.
Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Commission, Chairman Sampels adjourned the meeting at 5:23 p.m. until the next regular session set for September 25, 2006 at 4:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen L. Phillips, Recording

Secretary

