Purpose of LAFCO

LAFCOs review proposals for the formation of new local governmental agencies and changes of organization in existing agencies. In California there are 58 LAFCOs working with nearly 4,000 governmental agencies in 58 counties, over 500 cities and over 3,000 special districts. Agency boundaries are often unrelated to one another and sometimes overlap at random, often leading to higher service cost to the taxpayer and general confusion regarding service area boundaries. LAFCO decisions strive to balance the competing needs in California for affordable housing, economic opportunity, and conservation of natural resources.

The primary objectives of LAFCOs are to encourage the orderly formation of local government agencies, to preserve agricultural and open space land, and to discourage urban sprawl. Del Norte County LAFCO has jurisdiction over changes in local government organization occurring only within Del Norte County.  Proceedings for changes of organization of special districts or cities are subject to LAFCO review, pursuant to the Cortese/Knox/Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (Government Code Section 56000, et seq.).

Changes of organization mean any of the following:

· A city incorporation;

· A district formation;

· An annexation to, or detachment from, a city or district;

· A disincorporation of a city;

· A district dissolution;

· A consolidation of cities or special districts;

· A merger or establishment of a subsidiary district;

· An authorization of a special district to exercise one of its latent powers or to extend the area over which a latent power is exercised; or

· A reorganization involving two or more of the above-listed changes of organization.

The following local government agencies are specifically excluded from LAFCO jurisdiction:

· A community college district;

· A special assessment district;

· An improvement district;

· A community facilities district formed pursuant to the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982;

· A permanent road division formed pursuant to Section 1160 of the Streets and Highways Code;

· An air pollution control district or an air quality maintenance district;

· A service zone of a fire protection district;

· A unified or union high school library district;

· A bridge or highway district;

· A joint highway district;

· A transit or rapid transit district;

· A metropolitan water district; or

· A separation of grade district.
